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An Aphasia Alliance application for a poster presentation has been accepted for the third UK Stroke Forum Conference.  
The presentation will summarise the findings of a public survey commissioned by the Aphasia Alliance as part of their ‘Aphasia – the hidden disability’ campaign which launched in 2008. The survey looked into what the general public know about aphasia, and found that very few have even heard of it. The Alliance’s campaign used the results as a way of raising awareness through media articles. It is hoped that the presentation will encourage more health professionals to get involved with raising awareness of aphasia through the media as some Aphasia Alliance press clippings will form part of the presentation. 

Richard Mountford, Aphasia Alliance Media Officer, will be on hand to speak to delegates who are interested in finding out more about the campaign and the techniques he has used to get more people with aphasia involved in media work. Richard says ‘This is an excellent opportunity to meet the clinical professionals who are changing the shape of stroke services, many of whom deal on a day-to-day basis with people with aphasia. I’d like to discuss with them the positive impact that publicising the condition, when done in the right way, can have.’ 
The UK Stroke Forum Conference takes place at the Harrogate International Centre, 2-4 December 2008. The Aphasia Alliance poster presentation will be in The King’s Suite on Wednesday 3 December and will be found on panel 83. 
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Notes to Editors
· Aphasia is a communication disability which occurs when the communication centres of the brain are damaged. It is usually caused by stroke, but can also be caused by brain haemorrhage, head injury, tumours or other illnesses and infections such as meningitis.

· Aphasia affects people of all ages.

· We estimate there are about 250,000 people living with aphasia in the UK. Imagine, this is similar to the size of the population of Nottingham.

· We estimate 50,000 new people develop aphasia a year across the UK, this is over 130 people a day or 1 person every 11 minutes.

· The pattern of aphasia is different for everyone. Some people have difficulty finding words and talking; some find it hard to understand spoken words (a bit like suddenly becoming a foreigner in your own language), whilst some will have difficulty reading and writing.

· Speech and language therapy can help address some of the specifics of language and communication e.g. strategies to retrieve words, exercises for reading and writing, training for other communication partners etc.

· People never make a full recovery as aphasia is a long-term condition. However different stages of recovery can be aided by speech and language therapy. Speech and language therapy to someone with aphasia is like physiotherapy to someone with an injury. 

· The members of the Aphasia Alliance are ;

· British Aphasiology Society
· Chest, Heart & Stroke Scotland
· Connect – the communication disability network
· Different Strokes
· Dyscover
· Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists
· Speakability
· Speakeasy
· The Stroke Association
· The Tavistock Trust for Aphasia
· For further information please contact Richard Mountford on 0207 566 1534 or 07943 848949 or e-mail richard.mountford@aphasiaalliance.org
· The Aphasia Alliance has a range of case studies of different ages and each with a fascinating story to tell, available for interview and to feature in media pieces.

· Website: www.aphasiaalliance.org
· For more information about the UK Stroke Forum visit: www.ukstrokeforum.org
Presentation accepted by


UK Stroke Forum.

















